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Consensus Framework for Ethical Collaboration
between Patients’ Organisations, Healthcare

Professionals and the Pharmaceutical Industry
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Status Report on
Consensus Frameworks
In the APEC Region

N s
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Year Proposed 2007 | 2015 | 2016 | 2017 | 2017 | 2017 | 2018 | 2018 | 2018 | 2020
Date Launched Oct07 | Junl6 | Sep16 | Jull8 | Sepl7 | Jull8 | Jull8 | Nov18 | Sep19 | Oct21
Number of Parties (2020) 13 8 22 72 9 25 8 17 17 9
Stakeholder by Type

Patient Organization v v v v v v v

Healthcare Professional v v v v v v v v v v

Industry: Biopharmaceutical v v v v v v v v v v

Industry: Medical Device v v v v v v v v v v

Government Authority v v v v v v v

Academia v

Professional Association v

Others v v v v v v v
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Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation

2018/SMEWG47/014
Agenda ltem: 13.1

2018 APEC Business Ethics for SMEs Forum - Guide
to Facilitate Multi-Stakeholder Ethical Collaborations
in the Medical Device and Biopharmaceutical
Sectors (Version 2018)

Purpose: Information
Submitted by: United States

PART ONE 11 STEPS TO FORM A CONSENSUS FRAMEWORK

Step 1: Embrace shared values that (a) patients are the priority, b) interactions at all times should
be ethical, appropriate and professional; and (c) partners support transparency and accountability
in their individual and collaborative activities.

Step 2: Identify key stakeholders within the member economy or the local community necessary to
facilitate ethical collaborations in the medical device and biopharmaceutical sectors.

Step 3: Identify the individual, group, or organization to lead in convening these stakeholders.

Step 4: Convene stakeholders as equal partners. Ensure each partner maintains shared values
that are consistent with Step One.

Step 5: Ensure a common basis of understanding. Jointly review current commitments under
existing codes of ethics, local laws and regulations, and other organizational guidelines — including
the APEC Kuala Lumpur Principles, APEC Mexico City Principles, APEC Nanjing Declaration, and
other best practices identified by the Business Ethics for APEC SMEs Initiative.

Step 6: Commit to developing a consensus-based framework for multi-stakeholder collaboration.

Step 7: Determine the framework’s scope of activities based on the interests / capabilities of the
partners. Partners are encouraged to review Part Two of this Guide for strategies in determining the
scope of activities that will realize mutual benefits.

Step 8: Establish a drafting group for the framework and determine consultative process.
Step 9: Finalize framework and undertake individual or collective adoption by the partners.

Step 10: Parlners may consider effeclive governance slialegies for the lramework. This includes a
designated or rotating secretariat or convener. The partners may support routine internal
communication, virtually or in-person, facilitated by the convener. The partners may embrace an
inclusive approach to welcome new organizations as well as changes in leadership by existing
partners. Partners may maintain collaborative intent to preserve the platform’'s underlying purpose.
Partners may maintain routine external communication for their constituents, the general public,
and the international community to build awareness and support for their activities. The partners
may commit themselves to routine modernization of the framework so that it continues to reflect its
original intent and motivates strengthened ethical business practices over time.

Step 11: Publicize and distribute the framework (for example, through the Business Ethics for
APEC SMEs initiative websile, exlernal stakeholders and the media).
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